
New to Troop 48 the little pantry:  

How do I stock the Little Free Pantry?  

The original LFP is stocked organically. Those who wish to contribute may 

do so at their discretion when convenient. Demand outpaces supply, so the 

LFP is often empty. However, empty shelves are problematic only if no one 

is contributing. At that point, you might want to organize a group of friends, 

neighbors, co-workers, church-goers. Thirty of these could be assigned a 

day of the month to contribute, for example. Please note that irregular 

supply is an effective control keeping both consumption and traffic 

manageable. Irregular supply minimizes loitering as well. 

What do I stock? 

Encourage your contributors to stock according to need. Discourage sharps 

(razors), chemicals, previously worn clothing (which adds bulk), or anything 

illegal. Generally, canned vegetables and proteins, personal care items, 

and paper goods go fast. Kid-friendly non-perishables, crayons, and 

inexpensive party favor items are great for Summer...school supplies for 

August! 

If your stock does not turn over frequently, monitor cans for bulging and 

leaking, especially during extreme temperatures. Also, if your LFP will be 

stocked organically, you won't always be able to control what's inside. 

However, a daily site visit will allow you to maintain a safe, neat space. 

 
 


